
Decommissioning And Removal Of The Old 

John Hart Generating Station Facilities  

 

Community Update: 

January-March 2019 

 

Report #1 

Prepared by: Stephen Watson, BC Hydro 

(O) 250-755-4795 or (C) 250-616-9888 

Twitter: @SWatson_BCH   Email: steve.watson@bchydro.com 



To date: 

• Old John Hart powerhouse cleaned/prepped for 

demolition; 

• Dismantling the first of six old generators; 

• Old wooden bridge at Brewster Lake Road 

removed; 

• Preparation for removal of penstocks, including 

environmental works, lead and asbestos 

abatement; 

• Woodstave penstock removal begins – roughly 

2/3 complete; and 

• Steel penstock removal begins – roughly 1/4 

complete. 

April to May 2019 

• Penstock – wood and steel – removal completed; 

• Dismantling of turbine/generators and 

powerhouse continues; and 

• The two Surge Towers are removed (one will 

remain in place after the project’s completion). 

June to August 2019 

• Old powerhouse removal is complete; 

• Restoration and planting along penstock corridor;   

• Canyon View Trail access restored near the river; 

and 

• Clean up and demobilization. 

 

 

Decommissioning  Status 

Campbell River Mirror, January 18, 2018. 
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Old John Hart Project Site Map – Planned 

Decommissioning Works 

Steel penstock removal. Woodstave penstock removal. 

Two of three surge towers to be removed. 

Powerhouse removal to ground level. 

Water intake plugged. 
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John Hart Project Site Map 
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John Hart Project Site Map 
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John Hart Project Site Map 
A 2008 photo of the old water intake and penstocks. 
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View of the old water intake dam and the 

beginning of the penstock removal. The old 

wooden bridge is shown nearly removed. 
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View from the steel baily bridge of the wooden penstock removal. 

Managing contaminated materials: Ensuring that the contaminated wood 

and soil from the old infrastructure is properly managed is a top priority. 

It includes, using ‘swamp mats’ to ensure that heavy machinery doesn’t 

track out contaminated soils, and sampling and testing by independent 

labs to ensure that materials are disposed of in the proper way. 
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Managing site water: For the old facility decommissioning and removal work, the project 

team has installed near the penstock corridor another water collection system to ensure 

that all water is directed through a water treatment plant before being properly discharged. 
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A wintery scene of the penstock corridor. 



11 

Crews advance further down the penstock corridor during the removal process. 
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Jobs: InPower BC, our project contractor, has 

about 150 people working on the project, with 

the majority working on decommissioning 

work. Over the coming months this number will 

continue to reduce. The final touches on the 

new underground facility are almost complete. 
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A close view of one of the woodstave penstocks. 
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View from the trail pedestrian crossing looking upstream along the penstock corridor. 
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View from the pedestrian crossing looking downstream. 
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View of the penstock corridor near the downstream end 

where it transitions to steel penstocks. The pedestrian 

bridge to Elk Falls can be seen in the background. 
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A nice viewpoint of where the penstocks transition to steel 

and travel down past the surge towers to the old powerhouse 

downstream. Part of the steel penstocks are shown removed. 
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A good view of the steel penstocks being 

removed. Removing the lead paint is the 

first step. The steel is recycled locally. 
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Some of the steel penstock sections removed. 
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A 1950s photo of the old John Hart substation (since moved), powerhouse, 

penstocks and surge towers. Courtesy: Museum at Campbell River.  
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A 2008 photo of the old generating station. 



A close-up view of the old rotor within the stator. The technology and look is 

very similar to the new generators (inset Twitter post).  
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Decommissioning and removal of equipment within the old powerhouse. 
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Above, a picture diagram inside the old powerhouse 

wall of one of the six units. On right, Generators 5 

with the rotor and shaft removed. 
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The old powerhouse and the three surge towers in the background. 
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The John Hart Project Interpretive Centre now has a new name: Campbell River Hydroelectric Facilities Discovery 

Centre. All 13 wall panels within the centre were updated and replaced with a refreshed look. Go check it out. 



Public Access – Trails And River Access 

Campbell River Mirror 





Construction – Point Of Interest 

Each month, BC Hydro and InPower BC will provide a construction  

fact, occurrence, or situation. 

Trail and river access 

 
The project continues to 

work to re-establish the 

section of Canyon View 

Trail through BC Hydro 

property back near the 

river by about September 

2019. 

 

The re-established trail 

area is shown within the 

red circle. The overall trail 

is shown in orange.  

 

We are also working on 

restoring public river 

access in this area by 

about September 2019. 

 

Look for more detailed 

information within our next 

report, to be issued at the 

end of June 2019. 


