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Surface works: 

• Steel work at fan house (entrance to service tunnel) is complete and the façade and decking is underway; 

and 

• Final guides installed for new power poles and lines at the main project site. 

 

Underground: 

• Office complex enclosure walls are being installed, doors and hardware are also going in;  

• Generator #2 is in operational testing stage with corrections underway; and 

• Generator #1 is in the dry commissioning phase, preparing for wet testing. 

 

Project Status 



• Ongoing: Training; 

• Sept/Oct: Demobilization of operations at old 

Campbellton school and laydown areas underway; 

• Oct: Powerhouse and fanhouse at entrance to service 

tunnel is complete; 

• Oct: Commercial operation of the last two generators; 

• Nov: Finishing touches on powerhouse completed; 

• Oct-Dec: Beginnings of demolition of old powerhouse, 

old water intake and penstocks; and 

• Feb/March 2019: Removal of Surge Towers begins 

Project Schedule 

Campbell River Mirror, September 19 edition. 

Two water inlets that lead 

into the turbines to the left.  
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John Hart Project Site Map 
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The new water intake works at the John Hart dam. 
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Fish habitat flow release down Elk Falls Canyon. 
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A closer view of the 

water intake structure. 
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The surge tank. 
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The fanhouse and 

entrance to the service 

tunnel. 

From the very start of this 

project, watching for the 

small creatures on the 

John Hart site has been an 

ongoing priority for the 

project team. Frogs are 

still found, reported and 

recorded, and relocated to 

a safe location. One of the 

little guys shown below 

was found by project 

subcontractor NCE crews. 
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The main access tunnel entrance. 
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A look out of the main access tunnel entrance. 
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View looking down the main 

access tunnel. A pedestrian 

walkway is being 

constructed on the left. 
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John Hart Community Site Event – Underground Powerhouse Tour.  

31 bus trips, carrying a total of about 1,240 people, left downtown on the 11-

minute ride to the site and down the main access tunnel to the powerhouse area.  
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September 18, 2018 
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John Hart Community Site Event – 

Underground Powerhouse Tour Handout  



17 

John Hart Community Site Event – 

Underground Powerhouse Tour Handout  



Construction Pictures – John Hart Dam 
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After walking about 100 metres 

from the bus drop-off, each group 

would stop for an orientation near 

the powerhouse office complex.  



<Pic of LLO with water coming out> 

19 

The tour groups would then walk 

across the generator floor, up one flight 

of stairs to the mezzanine area, where 

they had this view of the powerhouse. 



Construction Pictures – John Hart Dam 
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A tour group by the office 

complex and the main 

access tunnel entrance. 



Construction Pictures – John Hart Dam 
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Interactions with project staff in 

the mezzanine area. 



Construction Pictures – John Hart Dam 
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The tour groups then walked 

into the gate gallery for a brief 

overview and some pictures. 



Construction Pictures – John Hart Dam 
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Walking through the gate gallery. 



24 

Getting ready to get back onto the 

bus and back downtown. The 

round trip took about 60 minutes. 



Construction Pictures – John Hart Dam 
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The gate gallery. 



Construction Pictures – John Hart Dam 
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The new powerline from the underground 

powerhouse to the upgraded substation, and the 

tunnel outlet to the right of the old powerhouse. 



People Profile – Joe Zemanek   

Background:  

As a Red Seal Carpenter, Joe has been building luxury homes, primarily 

timber frame, on Vancouver Island since 1998. He moved to industrial 

work originally with the goal of earning more money but quickly 

discovered there are many similarities between high-end building and 

projects like the John Hart project. The both have clientele with very 

specific needs and expectations, complex designs and incredible 

engineering. 

Home:  

Joe and his wife and moved to Campbell River in 2004 and felt like it 

was the ideal place to start a family – which they did. 

Hobbies:  

Most of his free time is spent with his wife and 2 sons (9 and 12) at 

soccer games, swimming lessons, trampoline and enjoying the Campbell 

River nature we are famous for. If he’s not with his family, you can find 

him on his bike at Mount Washington. 

Project Responsibility:  

As Project Supervisor with NCE, Joe’s responsibilities include logistical 

planning, tracking and implementation of various civil and carpentry 

contracts. He directly supervises and assists the foreman in the 

coordination of their crews on the ground. 

“At the end of the day, you can stand back, with pride, and admire what 

has been accomplished.”  

About Joe  



Construction – Point Of Interest 

Each month, BC Hydro and InPower BC will provide a construction fact, occurrence, or 

situation. 


